Cholestatic syndromes.
Recent advances in cholestatic liver disease have occurred in several areas. Molecular cloning of hepatobiliary transport systems has resulted in the identification of the molecular basis of hereditary and acquired cholestatic syndromes. Apoptosis has been identified as an important mechanism of cholestatic liver injury and bile duct loss. New insights into the pathogenesis of pruritus and fatigue have resulted in new treatment strategies for these debilitating symptoms. Important new studies have been published about pathogenesis, clinical features, and treatment of primary biliary cirrhosis, primary sclerosing cholangitis, cholestasis of pregnancy, and drug-induced cholestasis.